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down for the rest of the family and the slaves of the
deceased. This was the end of the ceremony.1 In Mina-
hassa, a district of Celebes, the people have a festival of
" eating the new rice." Fowls or pigs are killed ; some
of the flesh, with rice and palm-wine, is set apart for the
gods, and then the eating and drinking begin.2 The
people of Kobi and Sariputi, two villages on the north-
east coast of Ceram, offer the first-fruits of the paddy,
in the form of cooked rice, with tobacco and other things,
to their ancestors as a token of gratitude. The cere-
mony is called ''feeding the dead."3 In the Tenimber
and Timor-laut Islands, East Indies, the first-fruits of the
paddy, along with live fowls and pigs, are offered to the
matmate. The matmate are the spirits of their ancestors,
which are worshipped as guardian-spirits or household gods.
They are supposed to enter the house through an opening in
the roof, and to take up their abode temporarily in their
skulls, or in images of wood or ivory, in order to partake of
the offerings and to help the family. They also assume the
form of birds, pigs, crocodiles, turtles, sharks, and so forth.4
In Amboyna, after the rice or other harvest has been
gathered in, some of the new fruits are offered to the gods,
and till this is done, the priests may by no means eat of
them. A portion of the new rice, or whatever it may be, is
boiled, and milk of the coco-nut is poured on it, mixed with
Indian saffron. It is then taken to the place of sacrifice and
offered to the god. Some people also pour out oil before
the deity ; and if any of the oil is left over, they take
it home as a holy and priceless treasure, wherewith they
smear the forehead and breast of sick people and whole
people, in the firm conviction that the oil confers all kinds of
blessings.6 In the Kei Islands, to the south-west of New
Guinea, the first-fruits are offered to Lir majoran, the god of
husbandry, when the harvest is ripe.6 After the rice has
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